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Writers On Writing book club is a place for you, dear passionate 
reader. Each month we offer you a thoughtful selection of 12 
qualify books that dig deep into humanity and society. Plays, 
poems, biographies, fiction…. You can explore the vivid world of 
books here, no matter who you are, how old you are, and 
where you are from.

Ken Liu tells stories of  translating 
The Three-Body Problem, a brilliant 
Chinese science fiction, into English 
for the first time.

Perter Hessler: 
My Adventure in China. 
Taught English in Fuling,
Drove across northern China,
Drank rat soup,
And....

Members of the Writers on Writing book club will receive:

MONTHLY Picks
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

 30-40% off the retail price of books. 
 A large, sturdy canvas book bag to carry your books everywhere.  
 Special gift on your birthday.  
 VIP tickets for Writers on Writing events across the country.  

Start

 

your reading journey here.

 

“I hope readers like it as much as I do.” 
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Writers on Writing Book Club  @WOWBookClub 
50 minutes ago 
Love Yeats’ poems? We’re giving away a complete collection of his work edited 
by Richard Finnernan. Tweet with #ReadYeatsInWOW to enter!  (137) 

Writers on Writing Book Club  @WOWBookClub 
4 hours ago 
#HappyBirthday to @Easky, a ten years WOW member and passionate reader. 
A special gift for you is on the way. pic.twitter.com/QW3Gg9flHa   (132) 

Writers on Writing Book Club  @WOWBookClub 
2 hours ago 
Living@Boston? Fan of Tennessee Williams? You can’t miss 
#AStreetCarNamedDesire @BostonOperaHouse. Get 15% off as a 
#WOWBookClub member.  (136) 
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Writers on Writing Book Club  @WOWBookClub 
1 day ago 
Win a free trip to Greece! Write a review of #TheEchoOfGreece on your blog 
and send the URL to wow@randomhouse.com. bit.ly/1hbTNqE.  (138) 

Writers on Writing Book Club  @WOWBookClub 
4 days ago 
Meet & Greet with #2002NobelPrize winner #KertészImre on 4/20 @NYPL! 
Hear his story on #Fatelessness. Register at wow.com.  (138) 

Writers on Writing Book Club  @WOWBookClub 
2 days ago 
Join our traditional French-style book salon, and discuss 
Gravoty’s #FredericChopin with outstanding student musicians 
from @CurtisInstitute.  (140) 
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Below are some recommended book signings, writing festivals and 
literary events happening around the country in April 2014. 

April 4, 2014 
Conference Hall at Johnson Space Center 
Houston, Taxes  
Your chance to grab a signed copy of The Three-Body Problems and meet Liu 
Cixin, an award-winning Chinese science fiction writer. Ken Liu, the translator, 
David Brin, a four-time Hugo Award Winner who wrote the foreword, and Stephan 
Martiniere, the 2010 Bookgasm Best Cover Artist who created the cover art, will 
also take part. With an event ticket, you can also visit most open part of Johnson 
Space Center.  

Click here for future information. 

April 7, 2014 
Barnes and Noble (Downtown 555 12th St NW) 
Washington, DC 
Feel the charm of Japanese detective stories in the cherry blossom season! Keigo 
Higashino is signing Byakuyako at the Barnes and Noble in the downtown of 
Washington, DC. This is his fourth book to be translated into English, after The 
Devotion of Suspect X, Salvation of a Saint and Naoko. Higashino is a winner of 
Japan’s prestigious Naoki Prize and Japan Mystery Writers Award, as well as one 
of the best-selling novelists in East Asia. This event is a part of the annual Japanese 
Cultural Festival.  
Click here for future information. 
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April 10, 2014 
Sanders Theater, Harvard University  
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Don’t miss the chance to listen to Stephen Greenblatt talking about English 
literature at Sanders Theater. Greenblatt is the Cogan University Professor of 
English and American Literature and Language at Harvard University, as well as 
the General Editor of The Norton Anthology of English Literature (Ninth 
Edition). Feel free to ask questions during the discussion after the lecture.  
More Details, click here. 

April 13-14, 2014 
Center for Advanced Film Studies 
Beverly Hills, California 
Masterpieces in various languages are turned into movies. What is the relationship 
between books and the films based on them? Which films are outstanding adaptations? 
Celebrated writers, famous screenwriters and directors such as Peter Jackson, Ang 
Lee and Tom Hooper will join the Forum and share their opinions.  
Click here for further information. 

April 14, 2014 
Low Memorial Library at Columbia University 
New York City, New York 
The 2014 Pulitzer Prize winners and Nominated Finalists will be announced on 
Monday, April 14, 2014 at Columbia University. The announcement will take place 
at 3:00 pm. Synopses of winning books and samples from winners in drama and 
music will also be available on line from April 1. The award ceremony will be held on 
May 25 at Columbia Journalism School. Tweet with #Pulitzer2014 before May 20 
to win free tickets to the ceremony.  
Click here for more information. 
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April 18-20, 2014 
Rhode Island School of Design Library  
Providence, Rhode Island  
No reason not to take part in the Providence Second Hand Books Festival. Most 
books here sell for under $10.00. You may even find some out-of-print rarities. The 
festival is supported by Brown University Library, RISD Library, Cellar Stories 
Book Store and Random House. But attention please: if you want to find books for 
your kids, the RI Festival of Children’s Books and Authors in October will be the 
best choice for you.  
Click here for more information. 

April 20, 2014 
Penrose Library at University of Denver 
Denver, Colorado 
Peter Hassler is back. The former Beijing correspondent for the New Yorker and 
author of Oracle Bones has been living in Cairo for two years. He has recently 
written about the Muslim Brotherhood for the New Yorker. As an observer of 
society and culture, Hessler gets the big picture from the man in the street. He lives in 
a country, and he learns its language, just as he did in China. Listen to Hassler’s story 
of Egypt after the Arab Spring. This event will also be telecasted live on PBS. 
Click here for more information. 
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April 23-25, 2014 
Yale University Library  
New Haven, Connecticut 
Yale University is hosting the Forum of Latin American Literature. Nearly 30 of 
prize-winning Latin American authors and esteemed literary scholars are participating. 
WOW members can join selected lectures and discussions. Mario Vargas Llosa, a 
Peruvian master and 2010 Nobel Prize winner will give a speech on April 25. Apply 
now for tickets.  
Click here for further information. 

April 27, 2014 
Random House Inc. 
New York City, New York 
Our monthly Open House event is back! WOW Book Club members can not only 
visit Random House headquarters in New York City, but also meet several bestselling 
authors including George R.R. Martin, John Grisham and Laura Hillenbrand at a 
private luncheon-reception. Apply to join now.  
Click here for further information. 
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Peter Hessler: Always as a Foreigner 

Sometimes a foreigner can have a deeper insight about a society than its 
native citizens. Marco Polo was such a foreigner 800 years ago and Peter 
Hessler is such a foreigner now. Having lived in China for a decade and 
fluent in Mandarin, he brings the country's peoples, foibles and history into 
sharp focus. 

Peter Hessler says he is kind of walking in the footsteps of his grandfather. 
Frank Dietz, a Benedictine monk who grew up in Arkansas, was sent to Rome 
in 1929. He wanted to go to China as a missionary priest, but the church 
refused to send him. As a result, he left Italy, returned to the U.S. and became 
an insurance salesman.  
 
Dietz never made it to China, but his grandson did. 

River Town
2006

Oracle Bones
2007

1

A native of Columbia, Missouri, Hessler studied English literature at 
Princeton and Oxford before going to China as a Peace Corps volunteer. From 
1996 to 1998, he was teaching English and American literature at Fuling 
Teachers College in Fuling, a small city on the Yangtze River in Sichuan 
province. This two-year experience inspired River Town, his critically 
acclaimed first book and a best seller.  
 
“The Peace Corps was still relatively new to China at that time,” Hessler says 
in a Peace Corps Writers interview, “Another Volunteer and I were the first 
Americans to live in Fuling since the Communist revolution.”  
 
Between 2001 and 2013, this Peace Corps volunteer-turned-New Yorker 
writer delivered four richly detailed books on China, told through his 
interactions with everyday people.  
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Country 
Driving
2011

Strange 
Stones
2013

For instance, he had five years’ observation under his belt before he began to 
write story about the Wei family. They were his friends and neighbors in 
Sancha, a tiny hamlet in the mountains north of Beijing. He watched, and took 
careful notes, as the village was irrevocably changed by major new 
expressways. 
 
A year after Hessler’s arrival, the road connecting Sancha to the highways of 
Beijing was paved. Soon, new weekend drivers from Beijing were rolling into 
town. Wei Ziqi, the head of the household, was quick to open restaurants to 
cater to the weekend tourists’ appetites for a “traditional rural experience.” 
 
The family got richer, but Wei Ziqi became a heavy drinker and smoker, an 
occupational requirement for any aspiring Chinese businessman. 
 
Hessler even took a 7,000-mile trip across northern China, following the 
Great Wall all the way from the East China Sea to the Tibetan plateau, in his 
rental car packed with a tent and food supplies. He recorded such an 
adventure in his third book Country Driving.  

Where is Hessler now? Cairo.  
 
After being a foreigner in China for a decade and gaining a Chinese name He 
Wei, he went back to the USA in 2008. But he chose to become a foreigner 
again. This time, Cairo was his destination. In 2011, after the Arab Spring, he 
moved to the city with his family. 
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Related Stories: 

 China expert Peter Hessler goes to the ground in “Strange Stones” 
 Where is Peter Hessler? 
 Peter Hessler’s New China.  

In his mind, Egypt is absolutely different from China.  
 
“In China, I never felt that this place is about to collapse. But being here, I 
really understand it,” he says in a Washington Post interview, “It’s been a 
pretty rough transition here. You can see how many places were damaged, 
how hard it is to shift people to a new way of thinking, and we are still waiting 
basically.” 

Whatever Hessler writes, his strength is always his perspective: he is able to 
write as an outsider. 

Peter Hessler on the Great Wall
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The Echo of Greece 
By Edith Hamilton 
Hamilton carries forward her interpretation of Greece in the fourth century. 
With understanding and appreciation, she depicts the lives of Plato, Aristotle, 
Alexander the Great, and Plutarch, not only placing them in their own times, 
but also conveying their meaning for today. (40) 

Fatelessness   
By Kertész Imre, Tim Wilkinson 
Kertész Imre, a 2002 Nobel Prize winner, writes his life experiences in Fatelessness. 
14-year-old Jewish Georg Koves is placed on a train to Auschwitz. He doesn’t understand 
the reason for his fate. Kertész’s sensitive, peaceful storytelling makes his writing more 
poignantly. (40) 

The Norton Anthology of English Literature(Ninth Edition)    
Volume E: The Victorian Age   
By Stephen Greenblatt (General Editor)  Catherine Robson   Carol T. Christ 
The Norton Anthology celebrates its fiftieth birthday with a new edition. 
Volume E provides a unique overview of the Victorian Age, the most glorious 
period of British history, and helps readers understand and enjoy the rich 
diversity of English literature. (39) 
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The Wisdom of Confucius   
By Lin Yutang 
Confucius’ wisdom has inspired the Chinese to venerate him for thousands of 
years. This volume presents a biography of Confucius, completed with 
selections from his works, including chapters on central harmony, ethics and 
politics. Lin is a well-known translator of classic Chinese texts. (42) 

The Collected Works of W.B. Yeats, Vol. 1: The Poems, 2nd Edition 
By Richard J. Finneran 
The first one of a 14-volume edition of Yeats' work issued under the general 
editorship of esteemed Yeats scholar Finneran. In this anthology, readers can 
trace the passion of Yeats, a 1923 Nobel Prize winner and admire his inspired 
poetry. (39) 

Leyendas de Guatemala / Legends of Guatemala (Spanish and English 
Edition)  
By Miguel Angel Asturias (Author), Kelly Washbourne (Translator), Gerald 
Martin (Contributor) 
A recreation of Maya sacred text by Asturias, a Guatemalan Nobel Prize 
Winner. The book reflects the author's magical realism, rooted in traditional 
Central American myths. Washbourne, the translator, works effectively to 
maintain the poetic language of the original Spanish text. (40) 
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The Three-Body Problem  
By Liu Cixin (Author), Ken Liu (Translator) 
Vivid, imaginative and rooted in cutting edge science, Liu’s science fiction is 
translated from Chinese to English for the first time. Liu uses the “Three-Body 
Problem” of classical mechanics to ask terrifying questions about human 
nature and the core of civilization. (40) 

Oracle Bones: A Journey through Time in China 
By Peter Hessler 
Oracle Bones is a finalist for the National Book Award. As a former Beijing 
correspondent for the New Yorker and a fluent Mandarin speaker, Hessler 
describes how the momentous change in modern-day China affects the lives of 
ordinary Chinese citizens. (39) 

Byakuyako (Into the White Night) 
By Keigo Higashino, Alexander O. Smith (Translator) 
Higashino, a winner of Japan’s prestigious Naoki Prize, is not only a genius 
writer of detective stories. In Byakuyako, he successfully combines 
unquestionable reasoning with humanity. In this thriller about tragic love, 
everyone suffers and no one can ever win.  (40) 
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And Quiet Flows the Don (Тихий Дон) 
By Mikhail Aleksandrovich Sholokhov 
Sholokhov, the 1965 Noble Prize winner tells life story of Grigory Melekhov, a 
White Cossack. He presents a painful antagonism between generations, “red” 
and “white”, family values and social duties, life and death. Fate itself is 
crueler than war. (39) 

The Collected Plays of Tennessee Williams  
By Tennesse Williams (Author),  
Mel Gussow (Editor),  Kenneth Holditch (Editor) 
Tennessee Williams wrote plays exploring human passion with an iconoclastic 
candor, which transformed the American stage of his day in revolutionary 
ways.  Edited by Gussow, a The New York Times columnist, this collection 
provides an insightful view into Williams’ theatrical world. (40) 

Frederic Chopin  
By Bernard Gavoty 
A new English version of Frederic Chopin, the biography of the 
brilliant Romantic-era Polish composer, who exploited the poetic potential of 
piano. As a composer and organist, Gavoty has a insight of Chopin’s music, 
especially his Polish-folk-rooted mazurkas and polonaise. (40) 


